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The way cultures relate to tea and time is interesting.
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As an American teacher with experience in both Japan and Nepal, I have noticed similarities and differences

concerning tea and time.
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Both countries have a tea culture.
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Tea is a part of most meals and a popular drink enjoyed throughout the day.
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It is also often served at meetings.
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On the other hand, their views of time are quite different.
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For example, in Japan, trains and buses generally arrive and leave on time, and run according to schedule.
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I thought this happened everywhere.
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Working in Nepal, however, showed me that concepts of time could be quite different.
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Buses did not run on a schedule; they moved only when they were filled with passengers.
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As another example, I would arrive at school ready to teach but found myself first having tea with the
principal.
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The lessons started late, but it seemed that the time schedule was not as important as our morning tea and
chat.
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In Japan, I think we would have kept to the schedule and had tea after class.
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But working in Nepal taught me the value of building the bonds of smooth, lasting relationships... over tea.
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